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HARTFORD — Despite reports of a dramatic expansion of the budget deficit and worsening relations
between Republican Gov. M. Jodi Rell and union leaders, top Democratic lawmakers reaffirmed
Thursday they won't block state employee raises.

Unless something changes dramatically next week, that adds up to a Valentine’s Day approval of a
contract granting increases between 4.5 percent and 5.5 percent this year for unionized prison

guards.
The three-year contract would cost the state more than $86 million over its life.

More important, it sets a precedent of raises amid the recession that will make it harder for the state
to convince future arbitration panels to support wage freezes.

Both House Speaker Christopher G. Donovan, D-Meriden, and Senate President Pro Tem Donald E.
Williams Jr., D-Brooklyn, said Thursday they wouldn’t allow votes in their respective chambers to
reject the prison guard union’s arbitration award.

Unless either chamber rejects the contract with a two-thirds vote within 30 days of its being filed
with legislative clerks, it automatically takes effect.

The deadline is Saturday, Feb. 14, which effectively makes next Friday the last chance for action.

“The governor needs to continue to work toward labor concessions,” Williams said. “You want to
have a good-faith relationship with labor, based on trust and good will.”

Rejecting raises for one bargaining unit, Williams added, “is not the right formula for getting broad
concessions.”

“I'm actually steering clear of that bargaining process,” Donovan said. “It’s up to the governor to
negotiate with the unions.”

Rell has asked lawmakers to reject the award. The Republican leaders in the House and the Senate
have asked Democrats to effectively place that award and any others in limbo until the next state

budget is adopted, presumably in June.

Since those appeals came down, nonpartisan legislative fiscal analysts have estimated that the next
two state budgets face built-in deficits of $4 billion and $4.7 billion, respectively, if spending and

taxation policies remain as is.

The two-year hole of $8.7 billion is nearly $2.7 billion worse than the deficit anticipated and closed
by Rell in her $38.4 billion budget for the biennium, which was submitted to lawmakers Wednesday.

Democrats decried that plan for slashing $2.2 billion from a wide array of programs, making deep
cuts to health care, education, and social services.

Making matters even worse, the chief negotiator for the State Employees Bargaining Agent Coalition,
Hartford lawyer Daniel Livingston, made it clear that labor’s relationship with the Rell administration
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has worsened.

The governor’s plan calls for $295 million in labor concessions, and would eliminate 400 state jobs
currently filled along with 448 vacant posts that have been temporarily frozen.

Livingston called Rell’s budget “a series of attacks on working families in this state.”
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When asked if they were confident that givebacks ultimately would be achieved, Democratic leaders
reactions were mixed.

Donovan said, “If the past is any indication, the state employees have always been willing to help,
and I believe they will again.”

Williams declined to predict whether concessions would be realized. "I hope folks will recognize a
budget resolution requires shared sacrifices,” he said.
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